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Webinar Platform - Functionality

* Audiois by VOIP only — Use your computer speakers/headphones
to listen. There are no dial-in lines. Participants are connected in
listen-only mode. Feedback or dropped audio are common for live
streaming events. Refresh your screen/rejoin.

* We will not be recognizing the Raise a Hand or Chat features.

* To ask a question, click on the Question Mark icon in the audience
toolbar. A panel will open for you to type your question and submit.

* The slides are designed to follow Americans with Disabilities Act
rules.
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Access the Slides

Click document icon in the navigation pane.

Select file name.

Document will open in a new window.

G &  nawous * Print or download.
® o . . . . .
_ e, 0 * Two weeks after this webinar, the slides will be
h. o | ‘_ | accessible via the eCQIl Resource Center and also on
< Joint Commission’s website:
G Aol e www.jointcommission.org/en-us/knowledge-

library/support-center/measurement/quality-
measurement-webinars-videos.
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Continuing Education Information

Relevant information about Continuing Education (CE) credit can be found
in attachment provided:

Entities providing credit

* Requirements to earn credit

Survey/attestation and certificate

 Creditis available for this webinar for live broadcast
attendance only.

Joint Commission maintains a participant’s privacy and confidentiality per organizational policy.
Please visit Joint Commission’s website for more information on continuing education policies.
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Participant Learning Objectives

* Locate eCQM resources on the eCQI Resource Center.

* Facilitate your organization’s implementation of the Safe Use
of Opioids—Concurrent Prescribing eCQM annual updates for
the 2026 reporting year.

» Utilize answers to common issues/questions regarding the
Safe Use of Opioids—Concurrent Prescribing eCQM to inform
2026 use/implementation.
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Topics Not Covered in this Program
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Basic eCQM concepts

Topics related to chart abstracted measures

Process improvement efforts related to this measure

eCQM validation

o Ensure your data is validated before submitting

o Ensure that extreme outlier results are verified
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Disclosure Statement

* All staff and subject matter experts have disclosed that they do
not have any conflicts of interest. For example, financial
arrangements, affiliations with, or ownership of organizations
that provide grants, consultancies, honoraria, travel, or other
benefits that would impact the presentation of this webinar
content.
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Webinar Agenda

* Review the Safe Use of Opioids—Concurrent Prescribing
eCQM annual updates for Reporting Year 2026

* Qverview of the measure flow/algorithm
* Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)
* Live Q&A Segment
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eCQM Specifications and Resources

A PDF handout includes directions to access
the eCQM specifications, value sets, e ] L T LR . SN il A
measure flow diagrams, and technical B
release notes on the eCQIl Resource Center. |’<}”

oo

L Hospital - Inpatient eCQMs
* Please see the landing page for 2026 Seleotperiod 2026 | Fiersy ecans -

Find older eCQM specifications in the eCQM Standards and Tools Version table.
FrEeSOUrces.

eCQM Resources eCQMs About

* Please see the landing page for 2026
specifications.

The 2026 Reporting Period has 77 Hospital - Inpatient eCQMs based on your filters:
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Measure Background

Measure Description: Proportion of inpatient hospitalizations for patients 18 years of age
and older prescribed, or continued on, two or more opioids or an opioid and
benzodiazepine concurrently at discharge

* Adopted in the Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting program for voluntary reporting in
2022

* Mandatory reporting as of 2023
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Measure Rationale

* Unintended opioid overdose fatalities are a major public health concern (Rudd et al.
2016).

* Concurrent prescriptions of opioids or of opioids and benzodiazepines place patients at
a greater risk of unintentional overdose due to the increased risk of respiratory
depression (Dowell et al. 2016).

* Eliminating concurrent use of opioids and benzodiazepines could reduce the risk of
emergency room and inpatient visits related to opioid overdose by 15% (Sun et al. 2017).

» 2022 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for
Chronic Pain recommends avoiding concurrently prescribing two or more opioids OR
opioids and benzodiazepines whenever possible (Dowell et al. 2022).

JOINT
cMS N CommissioN:

12



Measure Intent
1. Encourage providers to identify patients with concurrent prescriptions of opioids or
opioids and benzodiazepines.

2. Encourage providers to consider alternatives to prescribing two or more opioids or
opioids and benzodiazepines concurrently.
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Measure component changes between 2025 and 2026 reporting (1)

Measure

Components 2025 Reporting Period (CMS506v7) 2026 Reporting Period (CMS506v8)

Initial Inpatient hospitalizations that end during the Inpatient hospitalizations that end during the

Population/ measurement period, where the patientis 18 measurement period, where the patientis 18

DIple]nIlsEIe] @ years of age and older at the start of the years of age and older at the start of the
encounter and prescribed one or more new or encounter and prescrlbed one ermotre hnewor
continuing opioid or benzodiazepine at discharge. COh't'iﬂtﬁﬂg opioid er' and/or® benzodiazepine at

discharge

Numerator Inpatient hospitalizations where the patientis Inpatient hospitalizations where the patientis
prescribed or continuing to take two or more prescribed er-continuingto-take-' two or more
opioids or an opioid and benzodiazepine at opioids or an opioid and benzodiazepine at
discharge discharge

Notes:
T Indicates text that contains strikethrough.
2 Indicates underlined text.
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Measure component changes between 2025 and 2026 reporting (2)

'(‘:"easure 2025 Reporting Period (CMS506v7) 2026 Reporting Period (CMS506v8)
omponents

Il e il (nPatient hospitalizations where patients have Inpatient hospitalizations where patients have
Exclusions cancer pain that begins prior to or during the cancer pain that begins prior to or during the
encounter or are ordered or are receiving palliative  encounter or are ordered or are receiving
or hospice care (including comfort measures, palliative or hospice care (including comfort
terminal care, and dying care) during the measures, terminal care, and dying care) during
hospitalization or in an emergency department the hospitalization or in an emergency

encounter or observation Stay Immedlately prior to department encounter or observation Stay
hospitalization, patients receiving medication for immediately prior to hospitalization, patients

opioid use disorder, patients with sickle cell receiving medication for opioid use disorder
disease, patients discharged to another inpatient  (QUD) with active OUD diagnosis or Opioid
care faC|l|ty or left againSt medical adVice, and Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT),2
patients who expire during the inpatient stay patients with sickle cell disease, patients

discharged to another inpatient care facility or left
against medical advice, and patients who expire
during the inpatient stay

Notes:
T Indicates text that contains strikethrough.
2 Indicates underlined text.
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Flow Diagram

© 2025 Joint Commission. All Rights Reserved.
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Flow Diagram: Initial Population

Initial Population

"Inpatient Encounters with an Opioid or
Benzodiazepine at Discharge"

Captures encounters of patients withan —
opioid(s), benzodiazepine, or a
combination of these medications at

discharge

Criteria Met?

YES

Continued
on page 2

o )

-
“Inpatient Encounter with Age Greater than or Equal to 18"
["Encounter, Performed": "ENCOUNTER INPATIENT"] WHERE encounter
ends during day of Measurement Period
WHERE
Age In Years >= 18 at start of encounter
WITH g
["Medication, Discharge": "SCHEDULE 11, 1ll AND IV OPIOID MEDICATIONS"]
OR
["Medication, Discharge™: "SCHEDULE 1V BENZODIAZEPINES"] during day of
encounter
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Flow Diagram: Denominator

Continued
fro
mlpage

"Initial Population”

4
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Flow Diagram: Denominator Exclusions

"Denominator Exclusions" g

"Inpatient Encounters With An Opioid Or Benzodiazepine At Discharge"

WHERE EXISTS
["Diagnosis": "CANCER RELATED PAIN"] overlaps day of encounter

OB EXISTS

Encounter (Diagnosis) code in "CANCER RELATED PAIN"

OR EXISTS .
- TDiagnosis "SICRLE CELT DISEASE WITH AND WITHOUT CRISIS T overlaps day of encounter Excludes encounters of patients
c OR EXISTS with cancer pain or who are
o A . - L .
B ~Lreatment Eor Opioid Use Disorders. receiving palliative or hospice
2 ["Medication, Active": OR "Medication, Order": ;&«:ﬁglmnows FOR OPIOID USE DISORDER (MOUD)"] care at the time of the encounter
x .
w X ["Intervention, Performed": "OPIOID MEDICATION ASSISTED TREATMENT (MAT)"] during day of encounter | - O Who receive treatment for
=] ORWITH opioid use disorder, have sickle
— -
e ["Diagnaosis": "OPIOID USE DISORDER"] overlaps day of encounter cell disease, or who are
= OR EXISTS discharged to another inpatient
o "Intervention Palliative Or Hospice Care" care facility or discharaed
S ["Intervention, Order": OR "Intervention, Performed": "PALLIATIVE OR HOSPICE CARE"] .‘f : t‘yd. J,{ dvi g .
(=] during Hospitalization with Observation against medical advice, or expire

OR EXISTS during the inpatient stay
(Discharge Disposition)
"DISCHARGE TO ACUTE CARE FACILITY" OR
"HOSPICE CARE REFERRAL OR ADMISSION" OR
"PATIENT EXPIRED" OR "LEFT AGAINST MEDICAL ADVICE"

- J
END Continued

Meets Denominator Criteria Met? NO——— »lonpage 3
Exclusions \/
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Flow Diagram: Numerator

Continued
from page

7

Numerator

"Inpatient Encounters with an Opioid or Benzodiazepine at Discharge"

"Mumerator"

Encounters of patients
prescribed two or more
opioids at discharge

OR

an opioid and |

WHERE

["Medication, Discharge": "SCHEDULE 11, 11l AND IV OPIOID MEDICATIONS"]
count >= 2 during day of encounter

"Inpatient Encounters with an Opioid or Benzodiazepine at Discharge"

@
WITH

< ["Medication, Discharge": "SCHEDULE 11, 11l AND IV OPIOID MEDICATIONS"]

benzodiazepine at discharge

QT |
S N COMMISSION

AND
["Medication, Discharge": "SCHEDULE IV BENZODIAZEPINES"]
during day of encounter

END J
(Nnt In Numerator NO

Criteria Met? YES
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Flow Diagram: Sample Calculation

Sample Calculation

Numerator (cl + c2 = 20)

Performance Rate =
Denominator (a =100) - Denominator Exclusions (b = 10)

=22%
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Updates to Measure Logic for 2026 Reporting Period
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Denominator Exclusions (1)

/*Excludes encounters of patients with cancer or who are receiving palliative or hospice care at the time of the

encounter or who are receiving medication for opioid use disorder, have sickle cell disease or who are discharged to
another inpatient care facility or discharged against medical advice or expire during the inpatient stay*/

"Inpatient Encounters with an Opioid or Benzodiazepine at Discharge" InpatientEncounter
where exists ( ["'Diagnosis": "Cancer Related Pain"] Cancer
where Cancer.prevalencePeriod overlaps InpatientEncounter.relevantPeriod)
or exists ( InpatientEncounter.diagnoses Diagnosis
where Diagnosis.code in "Cancer Related Pain")

or exists (["Diagnosis": "Sickle Cell Disease with and without Crisis"] SickleCellDisease
where SickleCellDisease.prevalencePeriod overlaps InpatientEncounter.relevantPeriod)

or exists ( "Treatment for Opioid Use Disorders" OUDTreatment
where Coalesce(start of Global."Normalizelnterval"(OUDTreatment.relevantDatetime,
OUDTreatment.relevantPeriod), OUDTreatment.authorDatetime) during day of InpatientEncounter.relevantPeriod

)

Notes:

T Indicates text that contains strikethrough.
2 Indicates underlined text.
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Denominator Exclusions (2)

Treatment for Opioid Use Disorders

(["Medication, Active": "Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)"]
union ["Medication, Order": "Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)"] ) MedicationTreatment
with ["Intervention, Performed": "Opioid Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT)"] MAT
such that Coalesce(start of Global."Normalizelnterval"(MedicationTreatment.relevantDatetime,
MedicationTreatment.relevantPeriod), MedicationTreatment.authorDatetime) during day of Global."Normalizelnterval" (
MAT.relevantDatetime, MAT.relevantPeriod )
and Coalesce(start of Global."Normalizelnterval"(MedicationTreatment.relevantDatetime,
MedicationTreatment.relevantPeriod), MedicationTreatment.authorDatetime) during day of "Measurement Period"
union ( (["Medication, Active": "Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)"]
union ["Medication, Order": "Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)"] ) MedicationTreatment
with ["Diagnosis": "Opioid Use Disorder"] OUD
such that Coalesce(start of Global."Normalizelnterval"(MedicationTreatment.relevantDatetime,
MedicationTreatment.relevantPeriod), MedicationTreatment.authorDatetime) during day of OUD.prevalencePeriod

and OUD.prevalencePeriod overlaps day of "Measurement Period" )?

Notes:
T Indicates text that contains strikethrough.
2 Indicates underlined text.
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CMS506 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) (1)

Question:

Are continuing medications included in this measure?

Answer:

Yes. Continuing medications are included in this measure.

JOINT
cMS N CommissioN:
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CMS506 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) (2) Faw

Question:

What are considered distinct opioids for the numerator?

Answer:
* Medications must have different RXNorm codes.

* RXNorm codes distinguish one exact medication from another:
o 12 HR oxycodone hydrochloride 10 mg extended release oral tablet (RXNorm 1049502)
o 12 HR oxycodone hydrochloride 15 mg extended release oral tablet (RXNorm 1049543)

* RNNorm codes do not distinguish prescription by dosing instructions.

JOINT
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Resources

 eCQIl Resource Center— CMS EH Measures -
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/eh-
cah/ecgms?global_measure_group=eCQMs

* Get Started with eCQMs - https://ecqi.healthit.gov/ecgms?qgt-tabs_ecgm=education

* Teach Me Clinical Quality Language (CQL) Video Series —
https://ecaqi.healthit.gov/cql/education

* Hospitalization with Observation -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yqwOU2XcZM&ab_channel=CMSHHSgov

* Whatis a Value Set? -
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/4/766956164118938369

JOINT
@S N COMMISSION'


https://ecqi.healthit.gov/eh-cah/ecqms?global_measure_group=eCQMs
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/eh-cah/ecqms?global_measure_group=eCQMs
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/eh-cah/ecqms?global_measure_group=eCQMs
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/ecqms?qt-tabs_ecqm=education
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/cql/education
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/cql/education
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yqwOU2XcZM&ab_channel=CMSHHSgov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yqwOU2XcZM&ab_channel=CMSHHSgov
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/4766956164118938369
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/4766956164118938369

Additional Resources

* Value Set Authority Center (VSAC) Support -
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/vsac/support/index.html

* Expert to Expert Webinar Series — https://www.jointcommission.org/en-
us/knowledge-library/support-center/measurement/quality-measurement-webinars-

videos

 ASTP/ONC Issue Tracking System — https://oncprojectracking.healthit.gov/

JOINT
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Live Q&A Segment
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Please submit questions via the question pane.
Click the Question mark icon in the toolbar.
Type and submit your question.

Include slide reference number when possible.

All guestions not answered verbally during the live event
will be addressed in a written follow-up Q&A document.

The follow-up document will be posted to the Joint
Commission website in several weeks, after CMS
approval.
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Expert to Expert Webinar Series
Slides and Operations Questions

* To access webinar recording links, slides, and
transcripts, visit
https://www.jointcommission.org/en-
us/knowledge-library/support-
center/measurement/quality-measurement-

Webinars & Videos

The Jaint Comamission

offers a varlety of educational measwement-related webinars (ive and on-demand), and other reconded

. Toplcs inchude specific performance measures, reporting requirements, and topics that are clinically-, technically-, or
statistically-focused. Webinars and videos address electronic clinical quality messures (eCOs) and chart-abstracted measures
ation and certification purposes. For edditional information on eech webiner or video serles, see below.

webinars-videos) and scroll down. Wisksinar Bariss

* Questions about webinar operations or obtaining A

Continuing Education credit:
tjcwebinarnotifications@jointcommission.org.

Sessions
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Pieneers in Quality General eCQM Expert to Expert Series Video Shorts

= [+]
IE <5

Measure-Specific Webinars  Continuous Customer
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Continuing Education Survey and Certificate

* Also see the separate handout detailing the CE requirements.

% ===

Access survey via Survey open for 2
link in email weeks

oo
HEE

=]

Obtain certificate

Access survey via
QR code

After completing

survey, print or
download PDF CE
certificate. Certificate

Use your mobile device An automated email CEs are available for

to scan the QR code on sent after this live broadcast
the next slide. You can broadcast also directs participation only.

pause the link also provided via

you to the evaluation Promptly complete the

presentation. survey. survey. email.
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Thank you for attending! Scan QR code to
access CE

Attestation and
Evaluation Survey

tjicwebinarnotifications@jointcommission.org

www.jointcommission.org/en-us/knowledge-
library/support-center/measurement/qguality-measurement-

webinars-videos
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Acronyms

Definition/Phrase

CBE Consensus-Based Entity

CY Calendar Year

eCQM Electronic Clinical Quality Measure

ED Emergency Department

EHR Electronic Health Record

FY Fiscal Year

HIQR Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting

IP Initial Population

ICD-10 International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision
OoubD Opioid Use Disorder

SNOMED CT Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine - Clinical Terms
VSAC Value Set Authority Center
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		36						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		37						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		38						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		39						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		40						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		41						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		All words were found in their corresponding language's dictionary		

		42						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		43						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		44						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		45						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Not Applicable		No complex tables were detected in this document.		

		46						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		47						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		48						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		49						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		50						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Not Applicable		No special glyphs detected		

		51						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		52						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		

		53						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		
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