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Maternal infectious disease status assessment and documentation
standards for hospitals and critical access hospitals

Effective July 1, 2018, three new Elements of Performance (EPs) will be applicable to all Joint Commission-
accredited hospitals (including critical access hospitals) that provide obstetric services, specifically labor and
delivery. These new requirements are at standard PC.01.02.01 in the Provision of Care (PC) chapter of the
hospital accreditation manual. These EPs are designed to improve the identification of mothers upon
admission to labor and delivery who are at risk for transmitting certain infectious diseases to their newborns
so that the mother and/or the newborn can be treated promptly to prevent harm.

Engagement with stakeholders, customers, and experts

The need for improved maternal HIV status assessment in labor and delivery was brought to the
attention of Joint Commission leadership by a representative from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). Research into this topic included an extensive literature review and meetings with
stakeholder groups including the CDC, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
(ACOG), and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). During these stakeholder meetings, it was
determined that new requirements for maternal HIV status assessment and documentation should also
address hepatitis B, Group B streptococcus (GBS), and syphilis. The requirements developed were
posted for public field review, and more than 500 responses were received.

A standards review panel (SRP) was also selected to review the draft requirements for maternal status
documentation. These representatives from health care organizations and professional associations
provided a “boots on the ground” point of view and insights into the practical application of the proposed
standards.

The prepublication version of the maternal status documentation standards will be available online
Jan. 1, 2018. After July 1, 2018, please access the standards in the E-dition or standards manual.

Provision of Care
PC.01.02.01: The [critical access] hospital assesses and reassesses its patients.

Requirement |New EP 14: For [critical access] hospitals that provide obstetric services: Upon
admission to labor and delivery, the mother’s status of the following diseases (during
the current pregnancy) is documented in the mother’'s medical record:

¢ Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)

e Hepatitis B
e Group B streptococcus (GBS)
e Syphilis
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Rationale

Although the majority of women receive testing and treatment (if needed) for HIV,
Hepatitis B, GBS, and syphilis during their pregnancy, some do not receive
adequate prenatal care according to clinical practice guidelines. In order to prevent
neonatal infection during delivery, CDC, ACOG, and AAP all recommend that at the
time of admission to labor and delivery, the health care team determines whether
women have been screened properly for these diseases during their prenatal care.
This will promote timely testing and treatment for both the mother and the newborn
if this screening has not been previously completed.
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Requirement

New EP 15: For [critical access] hospitals that provide obstetric services: If the mother
had no prenatal care or the disease status is unknown, testing for the following
diseases are performed and the results documented in the mother’'s medical record:

¢ Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)

o Hepatitis B
e Group B Streptococcus (GBS)
e Syphilis

Note: Because GBS test results may not be available for 24-48 hours, organizations
may elect not to perform this test but instead administer prophylactic antibiotics to the
mother.

Rationale See previous rationale. Testing and treatment is to be done according to national
clinical practice guidelines for both the mother and newborn.
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Requirement

New EP 16: For [critical access] hospitals that provide obstetric services: If the mother
tests positive for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis B, group B
streptococcus (GBS), or syphilis when tested in labor and delivery, that information is
also documented in the newborn’s medical record after delivery.

Rationale

In order to help ensure that newborns receive proper care to prevent or treat infectious
diseases during and after delivery, any positive results of the maternal status of HIV,
hepatitis B, GBS, and syphilis need to be documented in the newborn’s medical
record. Some electronic health record systems are programmed to automatically
transfer this information from the mother’s record to the newborn’s record; however,
this is not always the case. In order to promote timely testing and treatment for the
newborn, the organization must have a process to assure that this information is
documented in the newborn’s medical record.

Reference*

See references above listed at EP 15.

*Not a complete literature review.
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